LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER,   47
Deep Bottom, in the course of the night. Any other instructions that you may desire from me will be promptly met by telegraph. I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, Your obedient servant, BENJ. F. BUTLER, Major General Commanding
From General Grant to General Butler
Cm POINT Aug. 13,1864
ABB the rams firing at working parties at Dutch Gap? If so, with what effect? Which do you call Battery Sawyer?
U. S. GRANT, Lt. Genl.
From General Butler
Aug. IStfi, 11 5 P.M.
Brig. Gen. TURNER, 10 A. C.
I AGREE it is your right to go, but it is the duty of somebody to stay. The Lieut. General particularly designated you this morning to me. I appreciate your wishes as a soldier. I wish we could all go, but the path of duty is not always along the road of inclination.
Motives of personal friendship made me consent that you should stay.                          BBNJ p BUTLER, Mag. Gen'l.
From Mrs. Butler to General Butler
LOWBLL, August 18th, '64
DEAREST: I have your letter of August 10th, and still you write as if you had received none from me. What can be the reason! There has been but one day when I have not written, and that was the night between New York and Lowell, from Fortress Monroe, Baltimore, N.Y., and every day from Lowell. You will get them all in a bunch. Yesterday I gave you a little account of our picnic. We shall have them very frequently if the weather is favorable. In every letter I have urged you to come on with Dr. McCormick. Bring William with you if you come, and leave Stephen to take care at the Fortress. The journey would be a benefit to you in every way, and a great satisfaction and comfort to all the family.
Politically, the chances are for McClellan, a strange thing when it was so clearly decided that his career was finished. Lincoln's hopes are less every day. The only hope for the radicals is that Lincoln and Fremont should yield their preten-